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ADULTS 

For the Foodie 

 

Quick and Simple  

Jacques Pepin 

Updated edition of a well-known cookbook by a 

beloved chef. Perfect for frugal cooks or anyone 

looking for simple meal ideas.  

 

Modern Comfort Food 

Ina Garten 

In her latest book, the Barefoot Contessa puts a modern 

twist on classic childhood favorites.  

 

Half Baked Harvest: Super Simple 

Tieghan Gerard 

Gorgeous, delicious recipes for home cooks of all skill 

levels. Specializes in comfort food and encourages the 

use of locally sourced ingredients.  

 

Midwest Made: Big Bold Baking from the 

Heartland 

Shauna Sever 

The best of Midwest home baking traditions in one 

book. Infused with tradition and coziness.  
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ADULTS 

For the Thrill Seeker 

 

The Wicked Sister 

Karen Dionne 

The author of The Marsh King’s Daughter returns with 

another captivating mystery set in the U.P. 

 

 

The Memory Man series 

David Baldacci 

Action-packed mystery series in which the main 

character’s tragic losses spearhead his career as a police 

detective.  

 

 

Mexican Gothic 

Silvia Morena Garcia 

Set in glamorous 1950s Mexico, this gothic thriller 

features aristocrats, an eerie mansion, and secrets 

galore. Read it before you see the TV series.   

 

The Devil and the Dark Water 

Stuart Turton 

Set on the high seas in 1634, Turton puts his own spin on 

the classic whodunit filled with supernatural elements 

and dynamic characters. 
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ADULTS 

For the Book Clubber 

 

Caste: The Origins of our Discontents 

Isabel Wilkerson 

The Pulitzer Prize-winning author examines racism in the 

U.S. through the prism of India’s caste system. A highly 

anticipated book.   

 

Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore 

Robin Sloan 

A great choice for ardent bibliophiles, mystery lovers, or 

even techies. Bonus: the cover glows in the dark.  

 

Stay Sexy and Don’t Get Murdered 

Karen Kilgariff and Georgia Hardstark 

True crime meets memoir with a whole lot of comedy. 

From the hosts of the podcast, My Favorite Murder. 

 

Conditional Citizens 

Laila Lalami 

Lalami uses her own experiences as an immigrant to 

examine what it means to be a U.S. citizen and who is 

permitted to benefit from this status.  
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ADULTS 

Buzzed about Books 

 

A Promised Land 

Barack Obama 

The former president delivers the first volume of his 

inspiring personal story of a young boy who becomes 

the leader of the United States.  

 

The Last Days of John Lennon 

James Patterson 

Music history buffs (particularly Beatles fans) and true 

crime followers will enjoy Patterson’s latest work of 

nonfiction.   

 

We Ride Upon Sticks 

Quan Barry 

A fun romp with all the 80s feels and a touch of 

witchery. Perfect for Stranger Things fans and anyone 

looking for nostalgic vibes.  

 

Hidden Valley Road 

Robert Kolker 

Kolker recounts the incredible true story of an American 

family with 12 children, six of whom develop 

schizophrenia.  
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ADULTS 

For the Outdoor Adventurer 

 

Grandma Gatewood’s Walk 

Ben Montgomery 

Story of the woman who was the first through hiker of 

the Appalachian Trail. Readers will feel anything is 

possible after finishing this book.  

 

A Walk in the Woods 

Bill Bryson 

Storyteller Bryson recounts his own experience hiking 

the Appalachian Trail, weaving in comedy, ecology, and 

history along the way.  

 

Why Fish Don’t Exist 

Lulu Miller 

A scientific adventure that will keep you on the edge of 

your seat. Readers will enjoy this astonishing story of 

perseverance.    

 

Anything by Ron Rademacher 

Michigan adventurer Ron Rademacher spends most of 

his time exploring little known natural areas in Michigan. 

His books will appeal to true explorers of the Great Lakes 

State. 
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ADULTS 

For the Out of this World Traveler 

 

This is How You Lost the Time War 

Amal El-Mohtar and Max Gladstone 

Imagine if Patterson’s The Lake House were set in outer 

space during wartime. A highly original story for sci-fi 

fans.  

 

The Neil Gaiman Reader: Selected Fiction 

Neil Gaiman 

Selected works from the award-winning author’s 

immense catalog of imaginative fiction.   

 

The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue 

V.E. Schwab 

A genre-defying tale from the popular author about a 

woman who makes a deal with the devil for her 

immortality, but with a catch.  

 

The Once and Future Witches 

Alix E. Harrow 

Beautifully written novel about witchcraft, sisterhood, 

and the power of women choosing their own destiny.   
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ADULTS 

For the Armchair Traveler 

 

Atlas Obscura 

Joshua Foer, Dylan Thuras and Ella Morton 

Fascinating dive into some of world’s strangest 

occurrences. A true escape from everyday life.   

 

 

Ultimate Travel List 

Lonely Planet 

Lonely Planet has compiled their list of 500 must see 

places. Includes well-known sights in addition to a few 

you may not be aware of.  

 

The Jane Austen Society 

Natalie Jenner 

A heartwarming historical tale of a small town finding 

solace in the pages of Jane Austen following the 

aftermath of the second World War. 

 

Clanlands 

Sam Heughan and Graham McTavish 

Outlander fans will devour this lively adventure through 

the Highlands, enjoying culture, history, whisky, and 

hilariously charming banter between friends.  
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ADULTS 

For the People Person 

 

The Best of Me 

David Sedaris 

The best of the prolific author’s stories and essays. Feels 

like visiting an old, hilarious friend.  

 

Can’t Nothing Bring Me Down 

Ida Keeling 

The truly inspirational story of a record-setting runner 

who, at age 67, started running after the murder of her 

two sons.   

 

Warhead 

Jeff Henigson 

Brain cancer, a world war, and deep-seeded family 

drama in one memoir. Readers won’t be able to put this 

down.  

 

The Answer Is… 

Alex Trebek 

Jeopardy fans hoping to learn more about the game and 

the beloved longtime host will savor his touching stories 

and dry humor.  

 

 



11 
 

ADULTS 

For the Hobbyist 

 

The Bird Way 

Jennifer Ackerman 

A deeper dive into why birds act the way they do. 

Compelling read by the best-selling author of The Genius 

of Birds.  

 

Every Tool’s a Hammer 

Adam Savage 

Part memoir, part inspirational guide from Mythbuster’s 

Adam Savage. Great for anyone who has creative passions 

they wish to explore.  

 

Plant Magic: Herbalism in Real Life 

Christine Buckley 

Must-read for plant people. This will inspire readers to 

learn more about what they are growing or consuming. 

 

A Book that Takes its Time 

Irene Smit 

A mindfulness book whose beautiful pages include 

goodies such as cards, prompts, mini-journals, inspiring 

quotes, stickers, posters, and more.  
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ADULTS 

For the History Buff 

 

The Mirror & the Light 

Hilary Mantel 

Final installment of the Wolf Hall Trilogy from the best-

selling author that follows the final years of Thomas 

Cromwell.  

 

Margaret Bourke-White: Moments in 

History 

Sean Quimby 

Beautiful collection of historic photographs captured by 

the first female war correspondent.  

 

Eighty Days 

Matthew Goodman 

The real life adventure of pioneering women Nellie Bly 

and Elisabeth Brisland as they compete to travel around 

the world in 75 days.   

 

Sapiens: A Graphic History, Volume I 

Yuval Noah Harari 

Graphic adaptation of the bestseller recommended by 

Barack Obama and Bill Gates covering the birth and 

evolution of humans. Fascinating with vivid imagery. 
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TEENS 

For the College Bound 

 

Because Internet 

Gretchen McCullough 

Written in a conversational and engaging tone, this will 

appeal to anyone interested in the influence of social 

media and technology on language.   

 

Check, Please Vol I & II 

Ngozi Ukazu 

A fun and often poignant series students will relate to. 

Perfect for college students needing a break from heavy 

classroom reading.  

 

Making Comics 

Lynda Barry 

Cartoonist Lynda Barry’s “textbook” for drawing comics is 

perfect for all ages in inspiring creativity and exploration. 
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TEENS 

For the Gamer 

 

Ready Player Two 

Ernest Cline 

Much anticipated sequel ideal for tech enthusiasts and 

fans of dystopian novels. 

 

 

Ender’s Game 

Orson Scott Card 

A fast-paced adventure in which the world tries to remake 

itself in order to defeat an alien enemy. Modern sci-fi 

classic. 

 

Warcross 

Marie Lu 

Ready Player One meets Boba Fett. An engaging sci-fi 

novel perfect for gamers and puzzle lovers.  

 

 

The Cousins 

Karen McManus 

Readers who enjoy the twists and turns of a suspense 

thriller will enjoy this author’s latest book where no one 

can be trusted. Perfect for Among Us or Mafia players. 
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TEENS 

For the Activist 

 

Ms. Gloria Steinem 

Winifred Conkling 

An excellent introduction to the life and work of a truly 

inspirational activist.  

  

 

Just Mercy (Adapted for young adults) 

Bryan Stevenson 

Truly inspirational and eye-opening true story of a young 

lawyer who takes on the tough cases. For those 

interested in human rights and the pursuit of justice.  

 

This is My America 

Kim Johnson 

Readers will devour this compelling story of a teen trying 

to clear family members who were wrongfully accused of 

serious crimes. A moving discussion of race in America. 

 

We Should All Be Feminists 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

An inspirational and eloquent personal essay for activists 

of all ages looking to turn outrage at gender inequality 

into positive change. 
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TEENS 

For the Fantasy Fanatic 

 

Defy the Stars (Book 1 in a series) 

Claudia Gray 

In this sci-fi romance, a teenage soldier pairs up with a 

sophisticated robot to save her planet. Fans of The Lunar 

Chronicles and similar series will enjoy this book.  

 

Aurora Rising (Book 1 in a series) 

Amie Kaufman and Jay Kristoff 

The first installment of a misfit crew who inadvertently 

embark on a quest to save the galaxy. Readers will enjoy 

this unique, fast-paced story with fun, diverse characters.  

 

The Silver Arrow 

Lev Grossman 

From the author of The Magicians series comes this 

inspiring and whimsical eco-fable that has been named 

one of 2020’s best books.  

 

The House of Salt and Sorrows 

Erin A. Craig  

Atmospheric and creepy, this is a unique take on a 

traditional fairy tale where sisters die one by one in 

mysterious (and potentially supernatural) circumstances.  
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YOUTH 

Early Readers 

 

Mercy Watson series 

Kate DiCamillo 

Sweet and silly stories about Mercy Watson, a pig with an 

affinity for buttered toast. Perfect for more 

independent readers.  

 

Elephant & Piggie series 

Mo Willems 

You can’t go wrong with this series for beginning 

readers. The stories are very sweet and each has a 

positive lesson or message.  

 

Biscuit Series 

Alyssa Satin Capucilli 

Fun series featuring a dog main character that would be 

perfect for beginning readers. The series is available to 

purchase as a gift set.  

 

Penguin Problems 

Jory John and Lane Smith 

Hilarious tale of a penguin who has a lot to complain 

about. (For instance, why does everyone have to look the 

same?) Perfect for an all-ages read-aloud. 
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YOUTH 

Picture Books 

 

Snail Crossing 

Cory b. Tabor 

Follows an escargot without much “get up and go” who 

sees lettuce on the other side of the road and decides to 

slither over to see what happens. A very funny story! 

 

The Barnabus Project 

The Fan Brothers 

Moving tale of half-mouse half-elephant Barnabus who 

leads his fellow “misfits” on an adventure to a better life.  

 

Bear Came Along 

Richard T. Morris 

Sweet, clever story about how friendship and community 

enrich our lives. Kids will enjoy the vibrant illustrations.  

 

Anything by Terry Border 

Terry Border 

Border cleverly uses manipulated real-life objects as 

imagery for his entertaining picture books. Great fun for 

all ages - you can’t go wrong here. 
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YOUTH 

Board Books 

 

Fa La La 

Leslie Patricelli 

Christmas-themed story by the well-known board book 

author. Story and bright illustrations will appeal to little 

ones.  

 

Antiracist Baby 

Ibram X. Kendi 

Great book to introduce a heavy topic to young 

children with vivid illustrations and rhyme.   

 

You are Light 

Aaron Becker 

Book that uses beautiful translucent die cut circles to 

introduce colors to babies. Perfect for a more 

interactive story time with a lovely message.  
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YOUTH 

Graphic Novels 

 

New Kid 

Jerry Craft 

Moving and honest story about a boy who struggles to fit 

in at a new school where there is not much diversity.  

 

The Tea Dragon Society 

Katie O’Neill 

Gentle, feel-good story about Greta, a blacksmith’s 

apprentice who learns the dying art of caring for tea 

dragons after rescuing one at the marketplace.  

 

Chronicles of Claudette series 

Rafael Rosado and Jorge Aguirre 

An original (and hilarious) fantasy series for younger 

readers. Kids will enjoy the dynamic characters, 

expressive illustrations and adventure-seeking storylines.    
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YOUTH 

Series/Chapter Books 

 

Becoming Muhammad Ali 

James Patterson and Kwame Alexander 

Fictionalized biography of the famous boxer by two 

powerhouse authors. Unique format written in boxing 

rounds and alternating voices.  

 

Genesis Begins Again 

Alicia D. Williams 

Unforgettable journey of 13-year-old Genesis who learns 

to love herself as she overcomes a number of struggles 

such as homelessness, racism, and troubles at home.  

 

Wink 

Rob Harrell 

A poignant yet hopeful story of a boy navigating the 

messiness of middle school while also undergoing cancer 

treatment. This book is full of heart and humor and 

would be a great choice for reluctant readers.  
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YOUTH 

Nonfiction 

 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young 

Readers edition) 

William Kamkwaba and Bryan Mealer 

Inspiring memoir of the boy who builds a windmill out of 

scraps to bring electricity to his small Malawi village. 

 

The Pilot and the Little Prince 

Peter Sis 

A fascinating illustrated biography of Antoine de Saint-

Exupéry, author of The Little Prince.  

 

How We Got to the Moon 

John Rocco 

Answers any question you could have about the space 

race with gorgeous illustrations and an accessible 

format. Perfect for kids interested in science or space.  

 

Equality’s Call 

Deborah Diesen 

The powerful story of voting rights in America in picture 

book format from the author of Pout Pout Fish.  


